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This Month’s Cover 
 Our cover this month diverts a bit from the usual genre in 
that it is not a religious picture. It is appropriate for this 
month, however, since Thanksgiving Day is designated as a 
day of worship in the Episcopal calendar. It is a wood engrav-
ing from Harper’s Weekly of November 27, 1858, entitled 
“Thanksgiving Day - the Dinner” by Winslow Homer (1836-
1910). The original print of it is on display in the Winslow 
Homer Collection in the Boston Public Library. Homer has 
been called the greatest American painter of the 19th century.  
 Winslow Homer was born in Boston in 1836, the middle of 
three sons of an old New England family. His mother was tal-
ented in watercolors, and taught him the art when he was 
young. He had a happy childhood in Cambridge, Massachu-
setts, which in those days was a quiet college town near Bos-
ton. He was not a very good student, but he showed an ex-
traordinary artistic talent even when he was a very young boy. 
He was graduated from high school at age 19, at which time 
his father arranged an apprenticeship for him under a Boston 
commercial lithographer, J. H. Bufford. He spent two years 
working on commercial illustrations and sheet music covers, 
and was then offered a full-time job with Harper’s Weekly. 
He turned it down and launched his career as a free-lance art-
ist. Later he said, “From the time I took my nose off that lith-
ographic stone I have had no master, and never shall have 
any.” Although he refused a position on their staff, Homer 
spent 20 years contributing engraved illustrations to Harper’s 
Weekly and Ballou’s Pictorial among other periodicals. 
 In 1859 Homer moved to New York City, where he opened 
a studio in the Tenth Street Studio Building. Tenth Street at 
that time was the artistic and publishing capital of the United 
States. He attended classes at the National Academy of design 
and studied briefly with Frédéric Rondel, who taught him the 
basics of oil painting. Aside from this small amount of train-
ing, he was self-taught as a painter. In 1861 his mother tried 
to raise money to send him to Europe to study, but at the same 
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How come the oil is in Texas, but the dipsticks are in D.C.? 
 

time Harper’s sent him to the front lines of the Civil War with 
General McClellan to sketch battle scenes and camp life. He 
also did a number of paintings of women, showing the effects 
of the war on their lives and families. These etchings and 
paintings received little attention at the time, but they are now 
regarded as priceless records of military and civilian life dur-
ing the Civil War. They also mark Homer’s transition from an 
illustrator to a painter. In 1867 he went to Paris to exhibit his 
painting “Prisoners From the Front,” which earned interna-
tional rave reviews. From there on his paintings were in great 
demand. In the summer of 1873 he vacationed in the fishing 
village of Gloucester, Massachusetts, where he did a number 
of watercolors. From then on most of his works were in wa-
tercolor. Although few details are known, at some point in the 
late 1870s he had a disastrous relationship with some woman 
or women, and thereafter became a recluse. He lived for a 
while in the Eastern Point Lighthouse with the keeper’s fami-
ly, where he had almost no social contact, but executed a 
number of watercolors of seafaring life. 
 After a few years of relative seclusion Homer re-entered a 
normal social life, and in 1893 he painted the first of his 
“Darwinian” (survival of the fittest) paintings, “The Fox 
Hunt.” It was his largest painting, and was immediately pur-
chased by the Philadelphia Academy of Fine Arts, making it 
the first of his works to hang in a major American museum. 
Thereafter several museums were anxious to snap up his 
works. This made him financially secure for the first time in 
his life. He made several trips to Canada and the Caribbean, 
where he produced a large number of outstanding watercol-
ors. In his last decade he painted little but landscapes, heeding 
his own advice to younger painters, “Leave rocks for your old 
age.” He died in 1910 at age 74, and is buried in the Mount 
Auburn Cemetery in Cambridge, Massachusetts. 
  Richard R. Losch+ 
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A Word from the Editor  
 Superstar evangelists abound these days, but among them 
those who actually proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ are 
rare. Most are not really evangelists, but are rather motiva-
tional speakers who proclaim positive thinking, self-help and 
self-esteem. While these might be good things on their own 
level, they are neither religion nor the Gospel. These so-called 
preachers mention the name of Jesus only often enough to 
justify calling themselves evangelists. Like Zoltan Karpathy 
in My Fait Lady, “oozing charm from every pore, they oil 
their way across the floor” preaching feel-good theology with 
great toothy smiles and perfectly groomed hair (usually a lot 
of it), and becoming multi-millionaires in the process. Then 
there are many who, like Jim Baker and Jimmy Swaggart, 
may have started out as sincere preachers but soon succumb 
to the lure of money and celebrity and eventually fall. 
 In our generation we have been blessed to know one strik-
ing exception to these. The Rev. Billy Graham will be 97 on 
the 7th of this month. Throughout his over 75 years of preach-
ing no one has ever been able to find any dirt to throw on 
him. He has preached to tens of thousands at a time, has had 
millions of listeners on radio and TV and has had the oppor-
tunity to become fabulously wealthy, yet he has always lived 
in a modest home, driven a normal “middle-class” car, and 
has never owned a Rolex watch or a diamond-studded ring. 
While I may have some issues with his Baptist theology (alt-
hough he was raised a Presbyterian), I have the greatest of 
admiration for him as a man who has truly strived to live ac-
cording to the faith that he believes. By living and preaching 
that faith, he has caused countless people to convert from a 

The Epistle is published monthly except August by Saint James’ Episcopal 
Church, P.O. Box 446, Livingston, AL 35470-0446, the Rev. Richard R. 
Losch, Editor, email loschr@bellsouth.net, phone 205-499-0968. Copyright 
© 2015 R. R. Losch. Permission is granted to reproduce text items in parish 
newsletters or bulletins (but not on the Internet or digitized) as long as they 
are reproduced completely and in print, and credit is given. 
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In Memoriam 
Jefferson Bryan Hatchett, Jr., Priest 

March 9, 1929 - September 26, 2015 
 

Rest eternal grant unto him, O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon him. 
May his soul and the souls of all the faithful departed by the mercy of God 

rest in peace. 

life of sin and selfishness and turn to a life of faith. 
 I believe that one of the reasons for Graham’s success is 
his complete honesty with himself and with others. He is not 
afraid to “call it as it is.” When he sees sin he does not skirt 
about it or palliate it, but challenges it directly. Even so, few 
are hostile to his challenges, because he presents them out of 
love and concern for the sinner, and not out of anger, hatred 
or judgmentalism. Even those who have no faith admire him 
as a man of honor and character. His willingness to confront 
sin head-on is exemplified in one of his last public appear-
ances, at the age of 95, when he offered the following prayer: 
 “Heavenly Father, we come before you today to ask your 
forgiveness and to seek your direction and guidance. We 
know Your Word says, ‘Woe to those who call evil good,’ but 
that is exactly what we have done. We have lost our spiritual 
equilibrium and reversed our values. We have exploited the 
poor and called it the lottery. We have rewarded laziness and 
called it welfare. We have killed our unborn and called it 
choice. We have shot abortionists and called it justifiable. We 
have neglected to discipline our children and called it build-
ing self-esteem. We have abused power and called it politics. 
We have coveted our neighbor’s possessions and called it 
ambition. We have polluted the air with profanity and por-
nography and called it freedom of expression. We have ridi-
culed the time-honored values of our forefathers and called it 
enlightenment. Search us, Oh God, and know our hearts to-
day; cleanse us from sin and set us free. Amen!” 
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Men’s Breakfast 
 The Interfaith Men’s Breakfast will meet at 7:45 a.m. on 
Sunday, November 1 at St. James’ Episcopal Church. Hereaf-
ter, instead of meeting monthly, we will meet on the first 
Sunday of every month that has a fifth Sunday. Since only St. 
James’ and the Livingston Presbyterian Church participate in 
these ecumenical endeavors, on each five-Sunday month one 
church will host the first-Sunday breakfast, and the other will 
host the fifth Sunday service. 
  Richard R. Losch+ 
 
Thanks 
 Thanks to all who helped with Father Hatchett’s funeral 
last month, but special thanks to Hiram Patrenos, who pre-
pared the service booklet and put a tremendous amount of ef-
fort into seeing to it that all the details were covered.  
  Richard R. Losch+ 
 
ECW News 
 The St. James’ ECW has been asked to host the Fall 
Blackbelt Convocation on Saturday, November 14th. Our 
own Valerie Burnes will present a program on her new book, 
Visions of the Blackbelt. 
 The ECW will provide soup, sandwiches, tea, and desserts 
for the attendees. If you’d like to help with the meal, contact 
ECW President Rosalie Dew.  
  Sharon Underwood 
 
Altar Flower Volunteers 
 Volunteers are needed to provide altar flowers through the 
season of Pentecost as well as to provide greenery during the 
season of Advent. A sign-up chart is located in the sacristy. 
You may use flowers from your yard or, if you wish, make 
arrangements with a florist to provide them. For more infor-
mation, please speak with Carolyn Patrenos.  
  Hiram Patrenos 
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Community Thanksgiving Service 
 The Livingston First Presbyterian Church will be hosting 
the Community Thanksgiving Service on Tuesday, November 
24th at 6:00 p.m. You are asked to bring canned goods, which 
will be given to the Department of Human Resources for dis-
tribution to those in need. Please make your plans to attend, 
and invite your friends and neighbors as we give thanks for 
the multitude of blessings God has bestowed upon us.  
  Hiram Patrenos 
 
Wilmer Hall Christmas Contribution 
 Once again St. James’ will be making a special gift to 
Wilmer Hall for its Christmas needs this year. Envelopes are 
available on the table at the back of the church. Contributions 
should be made payable to St. James’ and designated for 
“Wilmer Hall Christmas”. Envelopes may be placed in the 
alms basins or given to Hiram Patrenos. So that we may for-
ward our gift in time for use this Christmas, you are asked to 
make your contribution no later than Sunday, November 29th.  
  Hiram Patrenos 
 
Every Member Canvass 
 St. James’ will be conducting its Every Member Canvass 
during the month of November. The Vestry needs this infor-
mation so that it can budget appropriately for the upcoming 
year. If you have any questions regarding our parish finances, 
please do not hesitate to speak with a member of the Vestry 
or our treasurer, T. Raiford Noland. Pledge cards will be 
mailed to all members and are available on the table at the 
rear of the Church. Please prayerfully consider your commit-
ment to St. James’, its mission and work.  
  Hiram Patrenos 

 

Chocolate is made from the seeds of the theobroma cacao tree,  
which is a plant. Therefore chocolate is a vegetable. You’re welcome. 
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Forward Day by Day 
 The new Forward Day by Day daily devotional booklets 
for November, December, and January are available in the 
tract rack in the Parish House.  
  Hiram Patrenos 
 
Be Wordly Wise 
Homophones, Homographs and Heteronyms  
 These linguistic terms sound rather fancy, but failure to pay 
attention to their use, even if one does not know about them 
directly, is the cause a great deal of incorrect writing. For ex-
ample, “apple’s” is not a plural. It is a contraction (apple is) 
or a possessive (belonging to the apple), but it is not a plural. 
A sign in the store that says, “Apple’s on sale” makes me 
wonder what is on sale—a computer company, a single apple, 
or something belonging to an apple. The sign should read, 
“Apples on sale.” “Apples” and “apple’s” are homophones. 
 Homophones1 are words that are pronounced the same, yet 
have different meanings and are usually spelled differently. 
An example is three words that are often incorrectly inter-
changed: there, they’re and their. They’re is a contraction for 
they are, there is a place, and their is a possessive meaning 
belonging to them. Akin to these are there’s (contraction of 
there is) and theirs (belonging to them). Two, to and too are 
also homophones that are often incorrectly interchanged. The 
quickest way to upset a grammar purist is to use the wrong 
homophone, such as “Watch you’re grammar” or “Apple’s on 
sale.” Many plurals and possessives are homophones, often 
distinguished only by the correct use of an apostrophe. Very 
few plurals have an apostrophe.2 More than one boy is boys 
while something belonging to the boy is the boy’s. Inter-
changing plurals with possessives is an increasingly common 
                                                
1 From the Greek homos (‘οµος), same and phone (φωνη), sound. 

 

2 Unless they are plural possessives, such as in the bicycles belonging to 
the boys, which would be the boys’ bicycles. 
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The American whitetail deer can jump higher than the average house. This is 
because the deer has powerful hind legs and the average house can’t jump. 

 

error today. Other examples of homophones are tide and tied, 
spade and spayed,1 tare and tear (rip), or see and sea. 
 Homographs2 are words that are spelled and pronounced 
the same but have different meanings, such as mind (intel-
lect), mind (heed) and mind (care); bear (animal), bear (with-
stand) and bear (carry); or tire (wheel) and tire (exhaust)3.  
 Heteronyms4 are words that are spelled the same but pro-
nounced differently. These would be words like tear (rip) and 
tear (as in weep); wind (as a clock) and wind (as in a storm); 
or bow (as with arrow) and bow (bend down). 
 One of the main differences between Western and Oriental 
languages is that in the latter the meaning of a word often de-
pends on the context, while in the Western languages words 
have clear meanings regardless of their context. English is 
one of the few exceptions to this. So many different lan-
guages have come together to form English that often the 
meaning of a word, as in an Eastern language, depends on the 
context. If I write only the word “tear,” for example, you have 
no idea whether I am referring to running, ripping or weep-
ing. In the context of a sentence, however, the meaning usual-
ly becomes clear: “I will tear across the room to tear up that 
letter without shedding a tear.”  
  Richard R. Losch+  
 
  

                                                
1 I often hear of a dog being “spaded” instead of spayed. This sounds to 
me like someone has hit her with a shovel. 

 

2 From the Greek homos (‘οµος), same and graphe (γραφη), writing. 
 

3 The British solve that with different spellings: putting a new tyre on a 
car can tire one out. 
 
4 Greek heteros (‘ετερος), different, and the suffix -onymos (-ονυµος), 
name. 
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Not Religious, But Spiritual 
 I shudder every time I hear someone say, “I’m not reli-
gious, but I’m spiritual.” I hear this absurd statement all too 
often. It is nothing more than a fatuous excuse for being un-
willing to make a religious commitment yet not wanting to 
appear irreligious. It belongs right up there with “Some of my 
best friends are [fill in the blank].” This really means that 
none of your best friends are [fill in the blank] and you don’t 
much like [fill in the blank], but you don’t want to admit it. 
 To be spiritual means to believe in a spiritual world, and 
that means to believe in a realm that transcends the natural 
world—a supernatural realm. That in turn means to believe in 
deity in some form. Belief in a spiritual world is basic to even 
the most elementary of religions, which is paganism (the wor-
ship of nature). A spiritual realm is the core of all religion. 
 The word religion comes from the Latin religare, to rebind. 
Religion is the rebinding of oneself to the spiritual world, thus 
to deity. One cannot be spiritual without also being religious. 
This does not necessarily require a commitment to an orga-
nized religious body, but it does require a conscious commit-
ment to a defined religious principal and an acceptance of its 
moral, ethical and theological tenets. For one to call himself 
spiritual, he must be prepared to identify the nature of that 
spirituality, and thus to define the nature of his religion. 
 Some people are involved in “New Age” cultic practices 
such as “centering,” the labyrinth, Zen meditation, yoga and 
the like. While some spiritual (and thus religious) people may 
be attracted to these, involvement in them does not in itself 
make one spiritual. In fact, these cultic practices often conflict 
with true spirituality, as do occult practices such as astrology. 
 There are many non-believers who nonetheless respect and 
honor the Judeo-Christian moral and ethical teachings and 
attempt to guide their lives by them. Likewise there are many 
secular Jews who do not commit themselves to the Jewish 
faith but honor the Jewish historical traditions, even to the 
point of practicing some of the ancient ceremonial rituals 
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such as the Passover Seder. While these people recognize the 
value of tradition and heritage, it is not correct to call them 
spiritual because of that. They are simply honoring values or 
historical traditions because they believe them to be worthy or 
meaningful. This practice is commendable, but it does not 
make them either religious or spiritual. It is said that going to 
a house of worship does not make you religious any more 
than going to a garage makes you a mechanic. It takes a lot 
more effort than just going through the motions in order to be 
spiritual, and that effort is what religion is all about.
  Richard R. Losch+ 
 
The Barbarians Are At the Gate 
 The barbarians of ISIS have destroyed another of ancient 
history’s priceless monuments. A satellite detected an explo-
sion in the ancient Syrian city of Palmyra, and a later image 
revealed it to have been the destruction of the Temple of Bel, 
a magnificent 1st century AD temple 
erected to the supreme god of the Pal-
myrans. Bel, the storm god, is related to 
the Babylonian god Böl, and probably 
to the Canaanite god Baal. The ISIS 
thugs in Palmyra recently murdered the 
scholar Khalal al-Asaad because he 
would not reveal the location of many of Palmyra’s hidden 
antiquities. They then blew up the 2,000-year-old temple of 
Baal-Shamin and two Shi’ite Muslim shrines. Now they have 
destroyed the Temple of Bel, and it appears from 
the satellite images that all that remain are part 
of two columns and a portion of the outer wall. 
They then went on to blow up at least three fu-
nerary towers in the Valley of the Tombs just 
outside Palmyra. One of them was the Tower of 
Elahbel, built in 103 AD and considered to be 
the best-preserved 1st century funerary tower in the world.  
  Richard R. Losch+  

Tower of Elahbel 

Temple of Bel, Palmyra 
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Sunni and Shi’ite Muslims 
 Most people in the West (including many in our State De-
partment and Pentagon, as evidenced by their statements) fail 
to understand the difference between Sunni and Shi’ite Mus-
lims, yet this is a critical distinction that has a major effect on 
Middle Eastern relations. In many Muslim countries Sunni 
and Shi’ites live side-by-side, intermarry, and sometimes 
even worship in the same mosques. This is true in most of the 
North African, European and eastern Asian Islamic countries. 
In other areas each believes that the other is apostate and must 
be killed in order to restore Islamic unity. To such people any 
friend or supporter of their opponent is considered a blood 
enemy and must die. This is the case in most of the countries 
in the central part of the Muslim world. 
 When Muhammad died in 632 AD he had consolidated 
Muslim power in Arabia, and within the next century the Is-
lamic empire would extend all the way from central Asia, 
across southern Europe and North Africa, and into southern 
Spain. The empire was torn by internal strife, however. When 
Muhammad died there was an immediate power struggle over 
who should replace him as the leader. A group of his follow-
ers elected Abu Bakr, his closest friend and most trusted 
companion, as his replacement. They believed that the leader 
should be whoever was most qualified. On the other side was 
a group who believed in a dynastic succession, demanding 
that the leader be a blood descendant of Muhammad. They 
chose Muhammad’s cousin and son-in-law, Ali ibn Abi Tal-
ib.1 They called themselves Shi’atu Ali, Partisans of Ali, and 
that term has been shortened to Shi’a (its followers are called 
Shi’ites). The adherents of Abu Bakr followed Sunna, the 
Way (as established by Muhammad), and are called Sunni.2 
                                                
1 This is not the root of the name Taliban, which derives from an Arabic 
word meaning scholars. 
  

2 The first Christians called themselves “The Way.” It was not until much 
later in Antioch that they were called Christians (Acts 11:26). 
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 Islamic extremists are found in both denominations and in 
all Islamic populations.1 For example, Iran is almost 90% 
Sunni, although its government is Shi’ite. Al-Qaeda, ISIS and 
the Taliban are Sunni movements, yet many think they are 
Shi’ite because they are supported by Shi’ite-controlled Iran 
(although their main support comes from Sunni Saudi Ara-
bia). Turkey, Asia and North Africa are mainly Sunni; Syria, 
Iran, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Saudi Arabia and Yemen contain 
a majority of Sunni, although in those countries there is a 
strong Shi’ite population, and there is serious tension between 
the two sects; Azerbaijan, Iraq and Kuwait are the only pre-
dominantly Shi’ite countries.2 Saudi Arabia has pressured the 
United States to stop all opposition to ISIS because they say 
that it make us look like we are supporting Shi’a against the 
Sunni, and this would automatically make America the blood 
enemy of all Sunni. This was exacerbated when we made a 
deal with Shi’a-controlled Iran to help in fighting ISIS.  
 One of the most critical modern differences between the 
two groups is that in Shi’a there is a powerful and very dan-
gerous sect known as “Twelvers.” Muhammad ibn Hassan al-
Mahdi was the 12th Shi’ite successor of Muhammad. He is 
known as the Twelfth Imam. At the age of 5 he assumed his 
imamate upon the death of his father, and ruled for 72 years. 
Legend says that he went into a cave to meditate and never 
came out, and was never found. He is a messianic figure 
                                                
1 Islamic extremists and fanatics represent less than 10% of Muslims, yet 
because of the notoriety of their atrocities many people associate all Is-
lam with them. Unfortunately, the other 90% are all too often silent about 
the brutality of the extremists. 
 

2 Just as Iran and Syria are Sunni countries governed by Shi’ites, so was 
Iraq under Saddam Hussein a Shi’ite country governed by Sunni. The 
difference was that Iran is a theocracy and is intolerant of any other reli-
gion, while Saddam’s and Assad’s governments, for all their vicious bru-
tality, are secular and tolerant not only of other Muslim sects, but also of 
Christians, Jews and Zoroastrians. Saddam’s successor government is 
now equally corrupt but strongly favors Shi’ites. 
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whom Twelvers believe will emerge from the cave to unify 
the entire world under Islam. No human action can cause his 
return, however. He will return only when the world has de-
scended into chaos. There is a group in Iran known as Hoj-
jatieh who believe that humans can bring about the chaos that 
will cause his return. It will be in the form of a worldwide 
fiery (probably nuclear) holocaust. The recent president of 
Iran, Mahmud Ahmadinejad, identified himself as a Twelver. 
He was probably not a member of Hojjatieh, however, since 
the Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, the founder of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran and a Twelver, banned that group in the ear-
ly 1980s.  
 Before any significant progress can be made in the fight 
against Islamic extremism, it is necessary that we understand 
what we are fighting. While we may not consider this a reli-
gious war, they do, and to them the destruction of Western 
culture is a divine imperative. It frightens me that we do not 
seem to take it very seriously, but they do. The most powerful 
weapon the extremists have against us is our own ignorance.  
  Richard R. Losch+ 
 
Ancient Jerusalem Mansion Found  
 When the Romans destroyed Jerusalem in 70 AD, not only 
was the Temple leveled, but also almost every other structure. 
The entire city was razed. What few buildings partially sur-
vived were later filled in with rubble to level the ground for 
the building of the Roman city of Aelia Capitolina in 130. 
The Byzantines did more filling and overbuilding in the 4th 
century. Archaeologists are not sure how, but somehow at 
least one 1st century mansion survived relatively intact, hav-
ing been buried under other rubble that protected it (possibly 
the rubble from abutting houses that were destroyed). It is lo-
cated in the Old City of Zion, the oldest part of Jerusalem. 
The basement was perfectly preserved, and most of the first 
story is intact. It was discovered in 2013. It was obviously the 
home of an aristocrat, probably a member of the wealthy 
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priestly class or the royal family. In 2013 a bathroom was ex-
cavated, complete with a large bathtub and an adjoining miq-
veh (a small pool for ritual cleansing). Among other treasures 
found was a cache of murex shells, the rare shells from which 
the prized royal purple dye was extracted. If the residents of 
this and the neighboring mansions (the basements of which 
partially survived) can be identified, it will shed much light 
on the lifestyles of the rich and famous in Jesus’ time. It is 
hoped that the site will eventually be open for public tours.  
  Richard R. Losch+ 
 
Absolution for Abortion 
 I have received a number of questions about the recent an-
nouncement of Pope Francis allowing Roman Catholic priests 
to absolve those who have received or participated in abor-
tions if they are truly repentant and contrite. Although the 
media have reported this as a papal approval of abortion, this 
is not at all the case. The Church is not in any sense condon-
ing abortion, but is simply allowing priests to absolve those 
who have been involved in it and are now sincerely repent. 
Since Jesus told us that the only unforgivable sin is blasphe-
my against the Holy Spirit (Matt. 12:31), then all other sins 
can be forgiven for those who repent and confess them. The 
reason for the special permission is that in the Roman Catho-
lic Church, active participation in an abortion incurs automat-
ic excommunication. A Roman Catholic priest may not ab-
solve the sins of an excommunicant except with the permis-
sion of his bishop. Pope Francis has granted blanket permis-
sion for this during the upcoming “Jubilee of Mercy” (De-
cember 8, 2015 - November 20, 2016). Abortion or participa-
tion in it is still a mortal sin incurring automatic excommuni-
cation, and this permission does not in any way change that. 
This does not affect Anglican priests, who are free to absolve 
the sins of anyone who is truly contrite and repentant. 
  Richard R. Losch+ 
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